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as they wanted, and paper cups were on 
hand if they needed them.

Their mission was simple: use at least 
fi ve parts to create a system that could 
move an object at least four inches. Stu-
dents then identifi ed on paper the parts 
they used and explained how energy 
moved through the system.

With few other instructions except to “go 
at it,” students excitedly began building 
and creating their masterpieces.

Shrieks of “It works!” and “Look at this, 
Mr. Holten!” could be heard around the 
class as students rigged systems that 
transferred water through holes in paper 
cups, propelled small objects across 
desks, and spun disks attached to block 
bases.

Holten’s passion and knowledge of sci-
ence extends beyond his classroom. He 
trains colleagues at Sunrise Elementary 
on the use of science kits and served 
several years ago on the district’s science 
curriculum adoption committee.

He has also coordinated the school’s 
annual science fair for each of the six 
years he has worked there. Holten leads 
evening events at Sunrise Elementary to 
assist students and their families with 

Junior high math teacher breeds success with creativity

Sunrise Elementary teacher hooks students on learning
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It’s no surprise that years after students 
leave Sunrise Elementary, they return to 
visit Mike Holten.

They come back to see the teacher who 
hooks students on science using creative 
experiments, teaches them math using 
riddles, captures their attention with voice 
impersonations, and has a knack for mak-
ing even the most struggling student feel 
successful.

Quite simply, kids love to be in his class.

“He’s my favorite teacher of all time,” 
said Ferrucci Junior High student Mariah 
Scholtz. 

Brendan Lanterman, a fi fth grader in 
Holten’s class this year, added, “It’s just 
a really cool place for kids to learn. He en-
courages us to be creative, and he encour-
ages us to have fun. He has us do a lot of 
science experiments, and that makes the 
learning real.”

Holten has been teaching at Sunrise 
Elementary all six years of his teaching 
career and is this year’s Puyallup School 
District Teacher of the Year at the elemen-
tary level.

His name advances to the regional Teacher 
of the Year competition, and winners are 
expected to be named in August. Re-
gional winners then compete for the 2011 

Washington state Teacher of the Year to be 
announced this fall.

“Mr. Holten sets students up for success,” 
said Principal Terrie Garrison. “He pro-
vides highly engaging instruction through-
out the day, and he sees potential in every 
student, regardless of their academic 
performance or behavior.”

One of the best ways to learn, Holten 
believes, is through discovery. 

During a recent lesson on exploring sci-
ence systems, for example, he organized 
students into small groups and handed 
each one a bag containing wooden blocks, 
dowels, a plastic disk, a propeller, and a 
rubber band. They could use as much tape 

Math has never come easy for Zachary 
Halte. So when he found himself barely 
passing a high-level Algebra 1 class in his 
fi rst year at Kalles Junior High, the teen 
considered switching to a less demanding 
pre-algebra class.

His teacher, however, wouldn’t let Halte 
give up. Billie Lane encouraged him to 
work extra hard and agreed to help him at 
lunch and after school.

“She helped me understand and got me 
through it,” he said. “Without her, I 
would not have passed, but with her help, 
I got a B.”

Two years later, Halte is not only surviv-
ing, but thriving in Lane’s Algebra 2 class 
— the most advanced math class of its 
kind for junior high students in the district.

Halte is not alone in his appreciation for 
Lane’s extra help and dedication to teach-
ing. He and 34 other students who are 
either enrolled in Lane’s math classes or 
have worked with her on school events, 

wrote individual letters, some more than a 
page long single-spaced, stating why they 
believe she deserves this year’s Teacher of 
the Year award.

Lane, a teacher for the past 12 years at 
Kalles Junior High, won the honor this 
year among the district’s junior high and 
high schools.

Her name advances to the regional 
Teacher of the Year competition, and re-
gional winners are expected to be named 
in August. Winners of that program are 
considered for the 2011 Washington state 
Teacher of the Year to be announced in 
the fall.

Students and colleagues alike describe 
Lane as a high-energy, fun, and creative 
educator whose passion for teaching ex-
tends beyond day-to-day math lessons.

“When I think of Billie Lane, I think 

Sunrise Elementary students demonstrate how energy moves through 
a system they created during a science lesson in Mike Holten’s fi fth-
grade class.

Kalles Junior High math teacher Billie Lane teaches Algebra 2 students 
a lesson on inverse variations.
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Another academic year is almost done 
— just a few weeks left. With all of the 
activities and events going on around 
us, it seems to never stop or even slow 
down. As this will be the fi nal issue of 
Connections you will receive before the 
end of this school year, I’d like to recap 
just a few of the events that I felt were 
signifi cant and make you aware of items 
on the horizon.

With all of the economic challenges fac-
ing our nation, state, and school district, 
I was very impressed with the over-
whelming support by the voters for the 

I recently enjoyed meeting with several 
important members of our school com-
munity in my “Soup’s On” lunches that 
have been held in my offi ce on a fre-
quent basis over the last six years. The 
simple lunches are provided by our own 
Food and Nutrition Services department 
and usually consist of soup, salad, rolls, 
and pie — all served family style. My 
mother always told me that good food 
leads to great conversation, and I have 
never been disappointed with the rich 
conversations that have been shared by 
the guests in my offi ce.

The purpose of the lunch meetings is to 
introduce myself to district stakeholders, 
become acquainted with parents, and 
ask them three questions: what are your 
expectations of the superintendent, what 
do you believe needs to change in this 
district, and fi nally, what do you believe 
needs to remain the same or unchanged. 
These simple questions are important 
for me to understand and, more impor-
tantly, to listen deeply to their school 
district perceptions, their passionate 
hopes and dreams for their children, and 
their expectations of me. 

During the past two lunch meetings, I 

have had the opportunity to be visited 
by the following parents of children 
in our district: Melanie Beattie, Mt. 
View Elementary parent; Annette Lane, 
Zeiger Elementary parent; Luke Court-
ney, Stewart Elementary parent; Debbie 
Isom, Carson Elementary parent; Kevin 
Malone, Aylen Junior High parent; and 
Bebe Colley and Janine Parque, Shaw 
Road Elementary parents. I listened 
closely to their interesting and humor-
ous stories as they introduced them-
selves and shared how they arrived in 
Puyallup, their brief family histories, 
their career occupations, and their 
attainably high expectations for our 
school district.

Over the past six years, there are several 
recurring themes that parents have 

shared with me that resonate in so many 
ways and cause me to be inspired by 
their words: keep my children safe at 
school; place my child under the super-
vision of a caring, nurturing, competent 
teacher and support staff; educate my 
child to be culturally competent and 
well-prepared for a socially and ethni-
cally diversifi ed community; and fi nally, 
prepare our children to compete equally 
for the competitive university and tech-
nical college admissions that lead to a 
personally satisfying career, citizenship, 
and fi nancial well-being.

As the Class of 2010 prepares for life 
beyond high school, I wish our soon-
to-be graduates great success in their 
chosen pathway — wherever it takes 
them. My greatest hope is that the 
school district staff has provided our 
graduates the best academic experiences 
and social opportunities for a solid and 
positive foundation that leads to per-
sonal and lifelong success. Life races 
at an astonishing pace, and it will not 
be too long before the aforementioned 
parents at my “Soup’s On” lunches are 
proudly sitting in the Puyallup Fair & 
Events Center grandstands celebrating 
their graduates as well.
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Breaking bread and seeing what the future holds

school levy. My heart was warmed by the 
support shown to continue this funding for 
education. A huge thank you to all of the 
volunteers, staff, students, and committee 
organizers for this great effort.

I attended many sporting and perform-
ing arts activities this year and continue 
to be impressed with the time and effort 
from all participants, staff, and support-
ers. Congratulations to our Emerald Ridge 
High girls bowling team for its second 
consecutive state championship, and the 
high honors received by several newspa-
per and yearbook staffs for recent honors 
awarded to them.

Our focus continues to be on student 
achievement, and I was glad to see on-
time graduation specialists added to all 
junior and senior high schools. These spe-
cialists will be the early warning sign to 
spot students in need of extra attention. It 
is much easier to fi nd and fi x the situation 

when it is small instead of waiting until 
near graduation. Another encouraging sign 
has been the recent sixth-grade visits to 
University of Puget Sound. This activity 
helps show students that it is possible to 
attend post-secondary education and gives 
them something to set their sights on.

Graduations will be upon us soon. Our 
oldest is graduating this year, and it seems 
like yesterday when we walked him to his 
kindergarten class to meet his teacher and 
classmates. With everything happening to 
complete this senior year, a word of ad-
vice to parents of soon-to-be sophomores 
and juniors — become as informed as 
possible regarding post-secondary activi-
ties. This includes fi nancial aid, scholar-
ships, and completing the culminating 
project. Contact your student’s counselor 
and adviser to stay informed.
 
Thank you, and I hope to hear from you 
soon. 

An eleventh grader at Emerald Ridge 
High and a teacher at Ballou Junior High 
are this year’s recipients of the student 
and educator Citizen of the Year awards.

The award, presented by Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup (CISP), recognizes 
students and educators who have a pas-
sion for service to their community.

Billiemarie Klein is this year’s Student 
Citizen of the Year. She has been an 
active participant the past several years 
in the district’s annual March Gladness 
community service program. This year, 
she served as the program’s student 
coordinator.

Choir director Dan Davison is the Educator 
Citizen of the Year. This is Davison’s 31st 
year teaching, all at Ballou Junior High. 

Davison and Klein received their awards 
before several hundred guests gathered in 
March at the fi fth annual CISP Friend-
raiser Breakfast. Each of the honorees 
received an engraved plaque.

Student and teacher named Citizen of the Year

Student Citizen of the Year Billiemarie Klein, a junior at Emerald 
Ridge High School, joins Educator Citizen of the Year Dan Davison, 
a choir director the past 31 years at Ballou Junior High. 

Replacement levy 
passes by largest 
margin in 18 years

Public hearings on the recommended 
spending plan for the 2010-11 school 
year will be held on June 14 and 28.

The June 14 public hearing begins at 
7 p.m., and the hearing on June 28 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Both will be held at 
Ballou Junior High School, 9916 136th 
St. E. in Puyallup.

Superintendent Tony Apostle is expect-
ed to unveil his recommended budget 
in early June. A copy of the proposed 
budget, along with results of a budget 
survey that was posted to the Web site 
in January, will be available on the 
Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

The school board is required by law 
to adopt a budget by August 31 for the 
2010-11 school year.

Budget hearings 
June 14 and 28

With a table of to-go orders piling up 
quickly and the fi rst guests walking 
through the restaurant door, the 25 stu-
dents in Puyallup High School’s Ad-
vanced Culinary Arts Program had little 
time to lose.

After months of planning, the time had 
come to put what they had learned in the 
classroom to the test.

In assembly-line fashion, eleventh grader 
Joe Reynolds cut up chicken into bite-
sized pieces in one corner of the kitchen, 
while classmate Ariana Conaway ladled 
red sauce onto freshly rolled pizza dough 
rounds.

Student Taylor Thompson scooped choco-
late custard from a large mixer bowl into 
homemade pie crusts, while fellow teen 
Hannah Clark tossed a bowl of salad. 

“How long before the Cobb salad is 
ready?” asked teacher Karri Selby.

“About two minutes, chef,” a student 
responded.

“Make it one!” Selby replied with ur-
gency.

Welcome to grand opening day at the 
Brickhouse Bistro.

Since the Brickhouse Bistro offi cially 
opened to the public in February, it has 
experienced an increasing clientele of 
patrons interested in tasting made-from-
scratch soups, signature crust pizzas, and 
one-of-a-kind desserts.

Puyallup High School Culinary Arts student Sarah Garling takes orders 
from community members during the grand opening of the school’s 
Brickhouse Bistro.

Final offi cial election results show that 
the Puyallup School District’s four-
year school programs and operations 
replacement levy passed with the largest 
number of yes votes for a school levy in 
18 years.

The replacement levy passed the Febru-
ary 9 special election with 70.05 percent 
(20,532) yes votes compared to 29.95 
percent (8,780) no votes. 

“This election represents an overwhelm-
ing support by our community,” said 
Board President Diana Seeley. “We 
extend our thanks to the community for 
their support of children, as well as to 
all of our staff, students, and citizens 
who helped with this campaign.”

Superintendent Tony Apostle added, 
“I’m so thrilled that the community has 
stepped up. This is a vote of confi dence 
for our students and staff, as well as a 
vote of confi dence for our community.”

Parents of students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade may register their 
children for school every Wednesday 
between July 14 and August 11 at the 
Puyallup School District’s administra-
tive offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

The district will register students be-
tween 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. every Wednes-
day in the Pioneer Room at the Educa-
tion Service Center, 302 Second St. S.E. 
(on the corner of Meridian Street and 
Pioneer Avenue).

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy 
of their child’s immunization record, a 
birth certifi cate, and proof of address 
such as a lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two 
through six, parents should bring the 
child’s immunization record, a last 
report card, and proof of address such as 
a lease agreement or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immuniza-
tions are on the school district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. For more 
information about elementary registra-
tion, call (253) 841-8796.

Elementary 
registration July 14 
to August 11

Students celebrate cultures through art

Photos clockwise from top left:

Ferrucci Junior High School 
dance club members (from left) 
Mackenzie Stevens, Dakota 
Billings, Aubriana Patterson, 
Christina Turner, and Kaitlin 
McCullough perform; a mask 
by Glacier View Junior High 
student Rachel Dolan represents 
multicultural myth storytelling; 
Hunt Elementary fourth grader 
Brittany Lomax performs with the 
school chorus; Zeiger Elementary 
5/6 QUEST students (from left) 
Nathaniel Swalling, Hannah 
Vitzthum, Anna Leaitu, Jessica 
Jin, and Lola Krauss-Lucas 
demonstrate Taiko drumming.

Students in kindergarten through grade 
12 celebrated cultural awareness through 
artwork, essays, poems, read-alouds, and 
student presentations and performances 
during this year’s Honoring Cultures 
Diversity Celebration.

The event, sponsored by the Offi ce of 
Diversity Affairs, took place during the 
Spring Fair April 15 to 18.

More than 600 pieces of student artwork, 
poetry, and other items honoring cultures 
were on display throughout the four-day 
fair. Additionally, more than 450 students 
and nine community groups participated 
in stage performances on April 17. 

More photos of the performances and 
artwork are on the school district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Student-run Brickhouse Bistro opens to public

All of the items are purchased, prepared, 
and served by students in the Advanced 
Culinary Arts Program, led by “Chef 
Selby.”

“It gives students a real-world experi-
ence in the food service industry,” Selby 
said. “I can provide them with a beautiful 
kitchen, the ingredients, and the skills, but 
the one thing I can’t teach them is speed. 
The only way to do that is by having the 
restaurant open.”

The Bistro, located in the new Puyallup 

High East Campus wing, is open to the 
public from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on the 
last Tuesday of each month. May 25 is 
the fi nal date the Bistro will be open until 
school resumes in fall.

The 3,300-square-foot culinary arts facil-
ity rivals food preparation kitchens in the 
private sector. Students prepare appetizers, 
entrees, and desserts using industry-stan-
dard equipment, including stainless steel 
ranges, a brick oven, a char broiler, a 

continued on page 10



annual Science Fair projects and then 
develops numerous awards to make sure 
students are acknowledged for their hard 
work, regardless of whether they advance 
to the district science fair.

His passion for science is evident in his 
role as a judge at the annual Straw Tower 
Contest, a timed event held in conjunc-
tion with the district Science Fair. Holten 

Nikki Coleman and her son, Kyle, have 
been to all but one of the math nights. 
“With this extra help, my son is improv-
ing to become one of the better math 
kids,” she said. “And it’s a good refresher 
for me on things like adding fractions so I 
can help him with his homework.”

Fifth grader Alex Hendricks also credits 
Holten with helping him to understand 
math. “He makes funny riddles to help us 
remember math problems,” he said.

The riddles, posted on the classroom 

wall, help students put to 
memory concepts such as, 
“An equilateral triangle, 
you can tell just by its 
name, has three sides like 
any other, but its three 
sides are all the SAME.”

Hendricks is also a mem-
ber of the Sunrise Student 
Technology Team (Tech 
Team), a group of fi fth 
and sixth graders trained 
to be technology leaders.

Holten started the group 
two years ago and over-
sees the program. He pres-
ents members with a Tech 
Team badge, trains them 
how to use technology, 
certifi es them in specifi c 
tasks, and gets a smile and 
often a giggle when he 
draws on his passion for 

science fi ction, particularly “Star Wars” 
and “Star Trek,” by calling their jobs 
“missions,” and referring to them as 
“captains” or “lieutenants.”

The team of students provides support to 
teachers and staff throughout the build-
ing, such as recharging laptop batteries 
and cleaning monitors, keyboards, and 
projector fi lters. 

Students also set up the sound system 
and other equipment at school assem-
blies and movie nights and assist teach-

ers with the setup and use of wireless 
laptops for classroom lessons.

“They learn to become excellent trouble-
shooters, and it teaches them about 
cooperation and how to adapt to new 
situations,” Holten said. “There’s nothing 
like having a class of 24 second grad-
ers all wanting their computers to work. 
That’s pressure, and they get to see what 
the real world is all about.”

Thanks to Holten, the school purchased 
additional technology two years ago, 
including digital voice recorders, laptop 
computers, external hard drives, and 
video editing software. Holten wrote and 
received a $5,000 technology grant from 
Best Buy electronics store. 

Teaching is a second career for Holten, 
who spent 12 years leasing, managing, 
and maintaining residential rental units 
in Fife.

Being named Teacher of the Year is the 
second honor he has received this year. 
In fall, he was named a National Board 
Certifi ed Teacher, one of the highest 
honors in the country for professional 
excellence in teaching.

“Sunrise is a wonderful place to work,” 
Holten told the school board during last 
month’s Teacher of the Year recognition. 
“We have so many people dedicated to 
improving student learning and support-
ing the kids. This is a great honor.”

about how well she builds relationships 
with her students,” said Principal Mario 
Casello. “Students believe in themselves 
because they know that Mrs. Lane be-
lieves them. She lets them know that ‘I 
am an adult here who cares about you.’”

Lane is typically at the school well 
before the sun rises and well after the 
sun sets. 

She chairs the math department, serves 
on the school’s building leadership team, 
oversees the student store, and tutors 
students who come to school early every 
Wednesday seeking extra help with their 
classwork in the new “Zeros Are Prohib-
ited (ZAP)” program.

Lane also works behind the scenes at 
most school fund-raisers, including 
school talent shows and benefi ts that 
raise money for young cancer patients or 
fallen offi cers.

“There isn’t one event that I can think 
of that she hasn’t put her heart and soul 
into,” said ninth grader Sonia Xu.

Classmate Virginia Van Keuren cred-
its Lane with helping her to get more 
involved on campus.

“I was never involved in anything, 
never stayed before or after school,” she 
said. “But she gave me a chance to help 
out by just asking if I wanted to get in-
volved. I respect Mrs. Lane, so I agreed 
to help out and I love working with the 
school so much.”

Lane recently challenged ninth graders 
in her regular and honors math classes, 
as well as highly capable students in the 
Puyallup Accelerated Gifted Educa-
tion (PAGE) program, to leave a legacy 
at Kalles Junior High in the fi nal days 
remaining before they move on to high 
school.

Her students, and other ninth graders 
around campus who heard about the 

plan, meet regularly at lunch in 
Lane’s portable classroom to 
brainstorm acts of kindness and 
other ways they can give back 
to their school.

“She sees the good in people 
and the world,” said student 
Brittney Davidson.

Students say they enjoy being 
in Lane’s classroom, which is 
decorated from fl oor to ceiling 
with “Star Wars” and “Star 
Trek” memorabilia.

A pair of purple and blue light 
sabers is perched on one wall 
above a shelf holding plastic 
models of Darth Vader and 
R2-D2 from the Star Wars uni-
verse. The robot faces another 
wall lined with action fi gures, 
still in their original packaging, 
that watch over students and 
hover over models of space-
ships symbolizing endless 
possibilities. 

their math teacher recognized during last 
month’s Puyallup School Board meeting.

During that recognition, Lane was 
moved to tears as she told the directors, 
“I work at a very magical place. The 
staff at Kalles and the administration 
care very, very deeply about children, 
and you can see it in everything they 
do. I’m the one who is honored to be 
able to be there. I look forward to go-
ing there every day.”

Teaching is a second career for Lane, 
who spent seven years working in 
computer information systems for the 
Department of Defense based at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord. 

Lane said she felt something was miss-
ing from her life, and she discovered an 
interest in education when she began 
volunteering in her two children’s 
classrooms.  An educator encouraged 
her to pursue a career as a teacher, she 
said.

As she refl ected on her 12 years at Kalles 
Junior High, she said, “I’ve gotten so 
much more from these kids than I ever 
gave them. They give me hope, and I am 
inspired every day.”

Sunrise Elementary
Teacher of the Year
continued from page 1

Lane often incorporates science fi c-
tion into her math lessons and discusses 
the use of math in the everyday world 
to capture students’ attention as she 
teaches about inverse variations, parent 
functions, and other complex algebraic 
concepts.

“Math problems are pretty dry, so I do 
my best to keep them interested and keep 
them laughing,” she said.

Student Emily Brodie says the success of 
Lane’s teaching is evident in the number 
of students who say math is their favorite 
subject in school. 

Brodie and classmate Paula Bisiar initi-
ated the student letter-writing campaign 
that led to Lane’s Teacher of the Year 
award, and they were both on hand to see 

Kalles Junior High 
Teacher of the Year
continued from page 1

“Students believe in themselves 
because they know that Mrs. Lane 
believes them. She lets them know 
that ‘I am an adult here who cares 
about you.’”

Principal Mario Casello

answers questions, measures the straw 
towers, and puts both students and ner-
vous parents in the audience at ease with 
his humor.

Holten is quick to act when he notices 
a student falling behind at school. In 
February, he and fellow fi fth-grade teacher 
Mary Goreczny started opening the school 
for one hour every Monday night to 
provide extra math tutoring by invitation 
only. Parents also attend so they can better 
help their children at home.

“He provides highly engaging 
instruction throughout the 
day, and he sees potential in 
every student, regardless of 
their academic performance or 
behavior.”

Principal Terrie Garrison

Kalles Junior High Principal Mario Casello 
with Teacher of the Year Billie Lane.

Sunrise Elementary Principal Terrie Garrison 
with Teacher of the Year Mike Holten.

District Improvement 
Plan goes into effect 
in 2010-11 school year
The Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act requires students in grades 3-10 
to take a yearly test. This test, formerly 
known as the Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning, is now called Measure-
ment of Student Progress for grades 3-8 
and High School Profi ciency Exam for 
grades 10-12.

The number of students passing these 
tests in reading and math helps determine 
whether a school meets the benchmarks 
for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

“Despite the hard work of our students, 
staff and administration, the Puyallup 
School District missed AYP as a district 
for the second year in a row in mathemat-
ics and is in Step 1 of ‘district improve-
ment,’” said John Parker, director of 
special programs.

In Step 1, districts are required to develop 
a District Improvement Plan.

“Developing a District Improvement Plan 
is a natural extension of the district’s 
ongoing work to evaluate the strengths of 
educational programs and to determine 
areas for improvement,” Parker said.  

At the beginning of the 2009-10 school 
year, the district assembled a team of ad-
ministrators, school staff, principals, par-
ents, and community members to develop 
the District Improvement Plan.

The fi nal plan will be reviewed by the 
Puyallup School Board and is scheduled 
to be implemented during the 2010-11 
school year.

District improvement activities will be 
monitored and the plan revised as neces-
sary.

For a complete overview of the district’s 
improvement status, visit the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At the 
top of the Home page, point to Student 
Learning, click Testing & Accountability, 
and in the left pane click District Improve-
ment Plan.

A school offi ce manager, a library para-
educator, and a business systems analyst 
are the recipients of the fi rst-ever Puyallup 
School District Classifi ed School Employ-
ee of the Year award.

This year’s honorees are Jan Joyner, of-
fi ce manager at Maplewood Elementary 
School; Nancy Kreuger, paraeducator at 
Mt. View Elementary School; and Erika 
Flattum, business systems analyst with the 
school district’s Information Technology 
Center.

The Puyallup School Board presented 
each of the honorees and their principal or 
director with an engraved plaque during a 
special recognition earlier this year.

  Jan Joyner

She is there when a student loses a tooth, 
offering words of encouragement and pro-
viding a small envelope to hold the prized 
possession.

She is also there for parents who have 
questions and for colleagues around the 
district, especially new hires, who call her 
for guidance on offi ce procedures.

Classifi ed employees honored for support to students

“Teachers, parents, and students all see 
her as a ‘go-to’ person to help with any 
questions or concerns,” said Principal Liz 
Knox. “Her knowledge, approachability, 
and understanding are well-recognized by 
all who come in contact with her.”

Jan Joyner has been with the school dis-
trict since 1999. She worked as a secretary 
at Meeker and Maplewood elementary 
schools before becoming offi ce manager 
at Maplewood Elementary in 2003.

She handles the purchasing of school 
supplies, assists with attendance and lunch 
orders, oversees scheduling for the princi-
pal, helps with data entry for assessment, 
answers phones, coordinates the mail, and 
is trained to administer medications when 
the nurse is out of the building.

Joyner also helps students who arrive late 
to school and has been known on more 
than one occasion to dry the tears of a 
child who is upset or not feeling well.

She assists teachers as needed, prepares the 
building use and school Web site calendar, 
and coordinates the monthly newsletter.

In addition to her secretarial duties, Joyner 
takes on numerous tasks to help Maple-
wood Elementary families.

She helps the counselor and PTA organize 
Thanksgiving and holiday baskets, as well 
as Puyallup Giftmakers toy drives for 
families in need.

“She tactfully approaches families who 
may need assistance and helps to direct 
resources to those families,” Knox said.

Joyner also helps oversee the annual food 
collections that support Aylen Junior 
High School’s Fill the Bus Food Drive. 
Students and teachers look to her for 
guidance as they plan fund-raisers and 
community service projects.

“From the vantage point of the school 
counselor, Jan has been an invaluable 
support,” said counselor Lorraine Sanford. 
“Her listening ears, caring heart, and ‘I’ll 
take care of it’ attitude are amazing!”

Aylen Junior High leadership adviser Tom 
Spane added, “Jan is our go-to person who 
helps coordinate Maplewood’s contribu-
tion. I can always count on her to be very 
organized, supportive, and dependable.”

Joyner, who works with part-time secre-
tary Verlene Wyant, is often the fi rst point 
of contact for a student or parent who 
enrolls at Maplewood Elementary. Hav-
ing been at the school for 11 years, she 
has seen many arrive in kindergarten and 
eventually leave for junior high.

“I just love watching them grow and be suc-
cessful,” she said, adding she feels honored 
to be a part of the Maplewood team of 
employees and volunteers.

She continued, “It does take a village to 
raise a child, and I am happy to be a part of 
this miracle each and every day. I always 
judge a good day not by the amount of work 
you complete, but by the people you help 
and lives you touch along the way.”

  Nancy Kreuger

When something needs to be done at Mt. 
View Elementary, Nancy Kreuger makes it 
happen.

Whether it’s getting the yearbook completed 
by deadline, helping students organize a 
food drive, raising thousands of dollars for 
medical research, or redecorating the school 
library, Kreuger plays a key role in the suc-
cess of school projects and fund-raisers.

“She has such a positive attitude and takes 
initiative,” said Mt. View Principal Nancy 
Strobel.

Kreuger has been a paraeducator at Mt. 
View Elementary the past 20 years. Until 
this year, she spent fi ve years working 
one-on-one with Ty Quandt, who enrolled 
this year at Kalles Junior High. Quandt has 
Niemann-Pick Type C Disease — a rare 
neurological disease with no defi nitive treat-
ment or cure.

“She worked with him daily at school and 
became a huge part of the family’s life out-
side of school,” said teacher Keri McKenna, 
who nominated Kreuger for the award. 

Over the past three years, Kreuger has 
helped Mt. View Elementary students 
organize annual fund-raisers, which have 
generated more than $30,000 to support 
research for the disease.

This year, Kreuger works in the library 
and helps students meet reading goals. 
She also mentors a student one day a week 
from the district’s Advance Program, 
which helps 18- to 21-year-olds with 
special needs transition from school to 
work. The student helps Kreuger integrate 
library materials from Hilltop Elementary, 
which closed last summer, into the Mt. 
View Elementary library.

When not in the library, Kreuger helps 
monitor the playground at recess, does bus 
duty, works two hours a day in McKen-
na’s sixth-grade classroom, and serves 
as the school’s Associated Student Body 
(ASB) adviser.

Last month, under Kreuger’s leadership, 
student leaders organized a car wash after 
learning that a fi re destroyed the apart-
ment complex that was home to a former 
Mt. View Elementary student. The event 
raised $1,100.

“Nancy sees a need in the community and 
she steps up and helps her students step up 
as well to serve their community,” Strobel 
said.

Kreuger also coordinates the annual 
Veteran’s Day assembly and has worked 
for years on the yearbook. 

“Everything she does she does for the 
kids,” said building duty assistant Roxanne 
Higgins, who helps her with the yearbook.

Staff members and students say they are 
drawn to Kreuger for her caring personal-

ity and sense of humor. Students crowd 
around her at recess, offering her freshly 
picked dandelions from the fi eld, asking 
her to watch them twirl on the bars, and 
inviting her to play tetherball.

This year, a group of fi fth graders asked 
if she would play the part of Mrs. Han-
nigan, the matron of an orphanage, in 
their school talent show performance 
of “It’s a Hard Knock Life.” Kreuger 
gladly agreed and had her stage debut — 
reciting one line in the script — wearing 
a robe, a pair of slippers, and a towel 
and curlers in her hair.

“If anyone needs help, in the library or out 
of the library, she is there immediately,” 
said librarian Jan Goyenechea. “She has 
high expectations and she conveys this in 
such a positive way.” 
 
When she received her award, Kreuger 
told the school board, “The work I have 
done at Mt. View I couldn’t do without 
my friends and my colleagues — my 
second family.”

  Erika Flattum

In her role as the district’s Business 
Systems Analyst, Erika Flattum has been 
responsible the past four years for the suc-
cessful replacement and ongoing mainte-
nance of the district’s Web-based student 
information system.

The project has had signifi cant impact on 
all aspects of student data, including en-
rollment, attendance, teacher grade books, 
report cards, progress reports, transcripts, 
master schedules, and state reporting.

Thousands of parents and students across 
the district may not know her personally, 
but they know the benefi ts of her work ev-
ery day when they log on to Home Access 
Center to check grades or progress reports.

continued on page 10

Mt. View Elementary paraeducator Nancy Kreuger plays a game of 
tetherball during recess with student Alex Joy.

Maplewood Elementary Office Manager Jan Joyner helps third 
grader Amanda Scott put her newly lost tooth in an envelope for 
safekeeping.

Business Systems Analyst Erika Flattum works on the school district’s 
Web-based student information system.
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Service Above Self
More than 10,000 students give back

to their community during March Gladness
They donated pennies by the thousands for cancer research, collected 

canned food to feed the hungry, donated shoes for children in earth-
quake-stricken Haiti, and cleaned up their school campuses. More 

than 10,000 students in kindergarten through grade 12 participated this 
year in the fi fth annual March Gladness event. The month-long commu-
nity service activity, coordinated by Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
(CISP), encourages students to organize and carry out service projects, 
fund-raisers, and collection drives — all with a common goal of help-
ing their classmates, their local community, their country, and the greater 
worldwide community.

For many schools, the giving doesn’t start or end in March, but contin-

Aylen Junior High students (from left) Sheryl Stone, Abby Dovre, 
Serena Fink, Thomas Gilmore, Emma Miller, Kensley Campise, and 
Hailey Halford take a moment during lunch to donate to the school’s 
Pennies for Patients drive. The school raised $2,150 for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society.

Jordan Skelly (left) and Nathan Higgenbottom, who are students in 
Woodland Elementary School’s Kids In Therapeutic Education (KITE) 
program, stand in front of a world globe made from paper hands and 
hearts. KITE students suspended their candy sales for the fi rst two 
weeks in March and asked students and adults to donate the money they 
usually spend on candy to help people in Haiti. Parents, staff members, 
and students purchased blue paper hands for 25 cents each, green paper 
hands for $1 each, and red hearts for $5 each. The school raised $1,040 
for the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund.

Puyallup High leadership students collected nearly 40 formal 
dresses from their classmates, then gave them to students in 
need for the senior ball. Several local hair salons also agreed 
to style the dress recipients’ hair for free. Leadership students 
who helped with the drive are (from left): Sam Tillman, Shelby 
Glihsmann, Suzi Fransen, Alex Fraser, Paulina Same, Chelsea 
Arnestad, and Tevin Joseph.

Mt. View Elementary students display some of the 60 boxes of personal items 
such as shirts, socks, popcorn, and granola bars shipped to 11 Seattle police 
offi cers deployed overseas. Photo from left (back row): Tom Schenk, Ben Grewe, 
Julia Rasmussen, Alexis Olsen, Andrew Misenar, and Hannah Balado. (Middle 
row): Sydney Dysert, Tabitha Curnow, Austin Misenar, Chase Beattie, and Kaylie 
Antram. (Front row): Lexi Wakefi eld, Kayla McLaughlin, and Maddie Joy.

photo courtesy of Nancy Kreuger

Carson Elementary students 
(from left) Lauren Imber and 
Katie Rose Abegglen show off 
some of the 330 toothbrushes 
that the school’s fi rst graders 
collected and sent to children 
in Iraq.

photo courtesy of Amy Mittelstaedt

Edgemont Junior High students (from left) Hailey Kimbrough, Sierra Docken, Katelyn 
Kinne, and Hannah Misenar help stack bread at a homeless shelter in Tacoma. More 
than two dozen of the junior high students served dinner to 372 men and women at the 
Tacoma Rescue Mission Center. Students also cleaned, stacked food, and organized 
items. Teacher and leadership adviser Amy Mittelstaedt said students were so moved by 
the experience that they planned to return to the shelter to serve again on May 19.
 

photo courtesy of Mary Gendreau

Fruitland Elementary students (from left) 
Gavin Grant,  Claire Tatro, and Chase 
Nylund joined their classmates around the 
school in collecting 750 pairs of shoes for 
Friends of the Orphans to send to children in 
Haiti.

photo courtesy of Tom Spane

ues throughout the school year. When the catastrophic magnitude 7.0 
earthquake struck Haiti in January, for example, students throughout the 
district quickly rallied and raised thousands of dollars to help with relief 
efforts. Numerous schools also supported cancer research by holding 
Pennies for Patients drives for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. In 
all, students raised more than $45,100 for a variety of organizations and 
charities.

These photos are some of the many March Gladness moments captured 
this year. A school-by-school list of March Gladness community service 
projects and more photos are on the Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
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When the fi rst of her three children 
entered kindergarten 11 years ago, Carol 
Howry wasted no time in rolling up her 
sleeves and getting to work as a Hunt 
Elementary volunteer.

She hasn’t stopped since.

Her efforts in helping children to suc-
ceed and supporting the Hunt Elementary 
staff for more than a decade have earned 
her this year’s Puyallup School District 
Volunteer of the Year award.

“She is the can-do volunteer at our 
school,” Principal Rebecca Williams said 
during a Volunteer of the Year recognition 
at a recent school board meeting. “Since 
1999, Carol Howry has done it all for the 
good of the kids.”

Throughout the years, Howry has served 
on a variety of PTA committees support-
ing school events such as the Missoula 
Children’s Theater, sixth-grade party, box-
top collection, fi eld day, harvest festival, 
family nights, bingo, skate nights, book 
fair, and the fi rst-grade mini-library.

The Puyallup High graduate has also been 
a regular classroom helper for each of her 
three children’s teachers. Her daughter, 
Shelby, is in second grade. She also has a 
seventh-grade daughter, Sami, at Ferrucci 
Junior High and a tenth-grade son, Alex, 
in the district’s Online Academy.

“Carol has a knack for knowing what needs 
to be done and the talent for accomplish-
ing a task effi ciently and expertly,” said 
second-grade teacher Kathy Guimond.

In a four-page letter nominating her for 

the Volunteer of the Year award, Guimond 
expounded on the many ways that Howry 
supports the school.

Howry spends an average of four after-
noons every week helping Hunt Elemen-
tary students and staff. This follows her 
part-time position at the school four 
weekday mornings as a paraeducator who 
helps students with math in the Extended 
Learning Opportunities program. She also 
is a substitute paraeducator and secretary 
with the district. 

Helping with the school yearbook is one 
of Howry’s favorite volunteer activities. 
She takes photos as needed and assists 
with design, layout, and editing.

On picture day, Howry escorts classes to 
the gym at their appointed time and passes 
out combs, straightens collars, and wipes 
smudged faces.

“She is the mom of other people’s kids 
on picture day, making sure their hair is 
just so and their smile is bright and big,” 
Williams said.

Similarly, Howry helps get classes to the 
gym on time during reading testing week, 
as well as during annual health screen-
ings, where she checks the cards of every 
student to make sure they participated in 
each nursing station.

“She knows Hunt students and relates to 

them in a fun, supportive way,” Guimond 
said, adding her “heart for her Hunt com-
munity is not left within the front door of 
our school.”

This past fall, for example, Howry noticed 
a Hunt Elementary second grader wan-
dering the midway at the Puyallup Fair 
without a parent. She stayed with the child 
and made several cell phone calls until the 
girl was reunited with her mother.

An increasing number of dogs are roam-
ing through the playgrounds, classrooms, 
and bus drop-off zones this year at Pope 
Elementary School.

Staff couldn’t be happier with their 
growing presence on campus, and 
students like playing with them at recess 
and seeing their smiling faces when they 
get off the school bus each morning.

Dogs, in this case, refer to the more than 
30 adult male volun-
teers participating in 
the school’s Watch 
DOGS (Dads of 
Great Students) pro-
gram. It’s based on a 
national program that introduces positive 
male role models to children.

As the “Top Dog,” volunteer Mychal 
Limric has recruited a solid force of 
fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and other 
father fi gures who have been able to help 
at the school on almost a daily basis.

They high-fi ve students as they step 
off the buses in the morning, help them 
read or complete math problems in the 
classroom, and teach them to shoot 
hoops at recess.

Limric’s success as coordinator of the 
program, in addition to his volunteer 
efforts at Pope Elementary and in the 
district, has earned him this year’s Puy-
allup School District Volunteer of the 
Year award.

“He is positive and encouraging and 
works to create an inclusive and non-
threatening environment for our dads to 
get involved in,” Principal Dave Sunich 
said during a Volunteer of the Year 

recognition at a recent school board 
meeting.

Limric also volunteers in his two chil-
dren’s classrooms. His son, Benjamin, 
is a second grader in Kim Shoup’s class, 
and his daughter, Erewyn, is in Jennifer 
Dever’s morning kindergarten.

On a recent morning in the kindergarten 
class, Limric walked from student to 
student helping them write words that 

began with the letter 
“G.” He helped the 
kindergartners sound 
out words like “goat” 
and “gorilla” and 
reminded them to 

start writing their letters from the top of 
the line, repeatedly praising them for their 
good work.

Limric also reads regularly with the 
kindergartners during the one day a 
week he volunteers in their classroom. 
Victoria Araujo giggled along with 
Limric as she read aloud a story about a 
turtle in a tuba.

“Mychal is a great volunteer because he 
interacts with the students and seems to 
really enjoy working with kindergart-
ners,” Dever said. “He knows how to 
get down to their level, and the students 
love having him here.”

While Limric has only been at Pope for 
three years, he is not new to volunteer-
ing. When his children were younger, 
he served as president and membership 
chair of the Puyallup Valley Cooperative 
Preschool.

The former television reporter works 
from home as a freelance writer, which 

he said gives him the fl exibility to vol-
unteer during the day.

Limric attends all of the Pope Elementary 
PTA meetings and has helped organize 
a number of schoolwide events and 
fundraisers this year including a fi rst-ever 
parent’s night out, bingo night, Mariner’s 
night, and Mother’s Day breakfast. He 
makes sure each one is staffed with 
Watch DOGS.

He was also invited to a Watch DOGS 
kick-off event at a neighboring school 
and served as a parent representative at 
the incoming kindergarten parent infor-
mation night.

As a Watch DOG himself, Limric said 
he enjoys going out to recess with the 
students. Earlier this year he saw a boy 
trying unsuccessfully to throw the bas-
ketball through the hoop.

“I told him, you have to bend your 
knees,” Limric said. “Just the fact that 
another adult was there and showed him 
a few things, he’s playing basketball 
now with other kids.”

Limric also keeps his eye out for lon-
ers on the playground. “I will match 
those kids with others who are playing 
together,” he said.

Watch DOG Shawn Francis is one of 
those who joined the pack this year. He 
volunteers once a week in each of his 
two children’s classes, walks the play-
ground after students start school in the 
morning to retrieve lost coats and sweat-
ers, and helps Limric organize events.

“Mychal has been awesome to work 
with,” Francis said. “He’s there for his 
own kids, and he’s there for everyone’s 
kids.”

Hunt Elementary parent gives 11 years of service to school

Volunteer of the Year Carol Howry reads with students (from left) 
Jessie Foster and Kaelee Huetten.

Volunteer of the Year Mychal Limric helps kindergartner Mika 
Maakestad read and write words that begin with the letter “G.”

Pope Elementary volunteer is
‘Top Dog’ on school campus

“She is the mom of other people’s 
kids on picture day, making sure 
their hair is just so and their smile 
is bright and big.” 

Principal Rebecca Williams

Howry has also been instrumental in the 
success of the school’s annual weeklong 
Missoula Children’s Theater project. She 
helps supervise students during auditions 
and rehearsals, runs errands for the ac-
tors, and provides thank-you gifts for the 
volunteers.

“She puts the necessary pieces in place 
for the actors to do their magic with our 
students,” said music teacher Donna 
Knudson.

Howry said she volunteers because she 
sees the difference it can make in children.

“It’s a passion for me, and that passion 
comes from the kids,” she said. “It’s truly 
seeing what an impact any adult that 
spends time with kids can make. It may be 
a smile on a kid’s face or a comment like, 
‘I get the math now,’ that means so much. 
I love it.”

“He’s there for his own kids, and 
  he’s there for everyone’s kids.”

Volunteer Shawn Francis
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For nearly 20 years Rex Faubion has 
shared his talents and his time behind the 
projector, behind the stage, and behind the 
camera.

This year, the Northwood Elementary 
volunteer takes center stage as one of the 
district’s 2010 Volunteers of the Year.

He gets the projector ready for Friday 
movie nights, makes sure the sound sys-
tem is working properly for musicals and 
assemblies, and parks cars — rain or shine 
— for the annual holiday boutique.
 
He attends nearly every PTA meeting and 
fi ve years ago researched and supervised 
the installation of a new sound system 
for the school, often working late into the 
evening to assure the project’s success.

The hundreds of students who participate 
each year in the annual district science 

signs; creating a button to hand out to 
every student; taking photos; and putting 
together a slide show to be shown during 
awards night.

“And when it is all over, he is there to 
clean up,” said Andrew Schwebke, direc-
tor of student learning. “Rex is a huge part 
of the science fair success.”

Faubion’s quiet and unassuming demeanor 
makes it easy for him to go unnoticed, even 
at one of the major school events of the 
year: the annual Veteran’s Day assembly.

He began creating Veteran’s Day slide 
shows at Pope Elementary when his wife, 
Judy, was hired as a teacher in 1991. 
When she began teaching on North Hill, 
Faubion followed and has helped with 
slide shows at Hilltop Elementary and, 
most recently, at Northwood Elementary.

“One of the most enduring and touching 
contributions to the school community is 
the Veteran’s Day assembly that Rex or-
ganizes and leads with a faithful heart and 
a triumphant message,” said Northwood 
Elementary Principal Lisa Russell-Nolan.

Faubion gathers photos of veterans from 
staff and students each year and incorpo-
rates them in a slide show set to patriotic 
marches and music. He also works with 
the school music teacher to coordinate the 
student performances and music.

Retired from the U.S. Navy, Faubion has 
arranged in past years for the Navy Band 
and the I-Corps Band to perform in the 
district. Each year he also gathers and dis-
tributes pencils from the armed services 

for students, and red “Buddy Poppies,” a 
symbol of remembrance to honor those 
who died serving their country during 
war, for students and guests to wear at the 
assembly.

“All of his work blends together for an un-
forgettable assembly,” said his wife, who 
teaches fourth grade this year at North-
wood Elementary.

On the day of the assembly, Faubion is be-
hind the projector making sure everything 
runs smoothly. At the end of the program, 
when the Armed Forces Medley is played 
and veterans are asked to come forward 
for recognition, Faubion quietly joins the 
end of the line at the last minute — again, 

largely unnoticed by the crowd.

Faubion spent 34 years in the Navy and is 
an active member of the Fleet Reserve As-
sociation Mt. Rainier Branch 104 and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Puyal-
lup Valley Post 2224. He helps the VFW 
coordinate the annual Memorial Day and 
Veteran’s Day programs in Pioneer Park.

Faubion has won the Golden Acorn award 
twice — once at Pope, where he helped 
build a new playground, and again with 
his wife at Northwood Elementary.

“Growing up I was taught, you help out,” 
he said. “People are at their best when 
they are helping someone else.”

Thousands of volunteers have walked the 
halls at Firgrove Elementary School over 
the past 15 years.

LouAnn Tamer has been there to welcome 
every one of them. She makes sure they 
have approved volunteer applications, is-
sues each one a name badge, orients them 
to the building, and matches their interests 
with staff and student needs. 

“LouAnn can be counted on to make sure 
that all of the steps are followed to get 
volunteer applicants approved and ready 
to serve at Firgrove,” said Principal Char 
Krause. “She understands the importance 
of ensuring our volunteers have a positive 
experience from the very beginning.”

Tamer’s dedication throughout the years 
has earned her this year’s Award of Merit 
as the 2010 Volunteer Coordinator of the 
Year. The school board presented her with 
an engraved plaque during a recognition 
ceremony in March.

The veteran coordinator said she enjoys 
overseeing a program that focuses on 
people who give so much of their time to 
help students and staff.

“Our teachers love volunteers,” she said. 
“They have so much to do already that all 
help is welcome, whether it’s making cop-
ies or reading with kids. And it’s good for 
the kids to get a different perspective from 
another caring adult.”

More than 400 volunteers are signed up 
at Firgrove Elementary this year, with 
nearly half serving in the Puyallup Fam-
ily Co-op. Each month, volunteers give 
between 300 and 500 hours of service to 
the school, Tamer said.

With such a large volunteer base and an 
average of 10 volunteers a day helping at 
the school, Tamer enlisted the help of two 
Puyallup Family Co-op parent volunteers 
this year to help train volunteers and tally 
the hours they serve each month.

Tamer came to Firgrove Elementary as a 
secretary in 1995 after working as a sub-
stitute for one year in the district. She was 
promoted to offi ce manager fi ve years ago.

She oversees the general running of the 
offi ce, including tasks such as scheduling, 
bookkeeping, fi eld trip requisitions, sup-
ply orders, print shop orders, inventory, 
revenue reports, report card tracking and 
printing, and student health needs when 
the nurse is gone.

Despite her busy schedule, Tamer makes it 
a priority to greet every volunteer as they 
arrive at school, including the growing 
number of Watch DOGS (Dads of Great 
Students). Krause credits Tamer with play-
ing a key role in the success of that program.

“She greets our Watch DOGS with a sun-
ny disposition and ensures they have what 
they need to feel confi dent and excited 
about serving at Firgrove,” Krause said.

In an effort to reach out to the school’s 

Spanish-speaking families, Tamer took 
a beginning Spanish immersion class on 
two Saturdays in January. She and her 
offi ce colleagues practice what they have 
learned by speaking Spanish all day on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Volunteer Anna Bowman, co-chair of the 
Co-op this year, said Tamer is “the glue” 
that holds the school together.

“Any questions we have we refer to her,” 
Bowman said. “She works hand-in-hand 
with the Co-op, and she is so willing to 
help out with anything. She is a lovely 
woman with a heart for kids.”

Each spring, Tamer and Krause give back 
to their hundreds of volunteers by organiz-
ing an appreciation tea.

“Volunteers are an integral part of our 
school,” Tamer said. “I walk by class-
rooms and see the volunteers working 
with students, and I see the joy in their 
faces. I love working with them.” 

Wildwood principal 
wins national honor
Wildwood Elementary School Principal 
Glenn Malone has been named Wash-
ington state’s National Distinguished 
Principal.

Malone learned of the national honor 
April 5 during an afternoon meeting of 
principals and other Puyallup School 
District administrators. Cheers and a 
standing ovation fol-
lowed the surprise 
announcement by 
Superintendent Tony 
Apostle. 

“I’m shocked, 
surprised, and 
quite honored,” 
Malone said. “This 
is a refl ection of the 
people I work with, 
and there is no fi ner place to work than 
in Puyallup.”

Apostle congratulated Malone and said 
the high honor is “really indicative of 
the quality of work among all of our 
building leaders.”

In October, Malone will travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. to receive the honor at a 
black-tie White House ceremony along 
with principals recognized from other 
states, the District of Columbia, and 
private and overseas schools.

The National Distinguished Principal 
program promotes educational excel-
lence for pre-kindergarten through grade 
eight schooling and recognizes public 
and private school principals who make 
superior contributions to their schools and 
communities. The award is sponsored by 
the National Association of Elementary 
School Principals in cooperation with the 
U.S. Department of Education.

To read more about his award, visit the 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Northwood volunteer works magic behind the scenes

Volunteer Coordinator of the Year LouAnn Tamer, the offi ce manager 
at Firgrove Elementary, chats with volunteer Anna Bowman.

Volunteer coordinator has ‘heart for kids’

Volunteer of the Year Rex Faubion helps young scientists line up for 
a group photo at this year’s district science fair.

“Growing up I was taught, you 
help out. People are at their best 
when they are helping someone 
else.” Rex Faubion

fair know him as the person who takes 
their pictures on judging day and hands 
out straws, paperclips, and eggs during the 
annual Straw Tower Contest.

Adults who help organize the science fair 
speak of the “countless hours” he spends 
contacting more than 75 judges ahead 
of the event; coordinating schedules; 
transporting materials to the Puyallup 
Fair & Events Center; setting up chairs, 
tables, screens, and projects; hanging 

Glenn Malone
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former Director of Information Technology Jay McSwee-
ney wrote that Flattum’s leadership and initiative have 
been critical to the ongoing success of the project.

“Her attention to detail, foresight, and ability to inspire 
her team are the leadership qualities she displays on a 
daily basis,” they wrote.

The nomination letter continued, “Erika works closely 
with building and district administrators, secretaries, 
teachers, and information technology staff to provide 
them with an information system that allows better and 
easier access to student data, which is critical in the day-
to-day work of the district.”

During the Puyallup School Board recognition, Mc-
Sweeney told the directors, “Primarily because of her 
leadership and her enthusiasm on the project, and also 
the expertise she brings to the table, it has been a very 
successful effort. We’ve had such a positive impact on the 
availability of student data.”

Students and parents use the program, specifi cally Home 
Access Center, to get up-to-the-minute information. At 
the elementary level, parents can check on attendance, 
discipline, report cards, and registration information.

With a click of the computer button, junior high and 

Director of Transportation

Name: Cathy McDaniel
Former Position: Director of Pur-
chasing and Materials Management
Previous Positions: McDaniel 
came to the Puyallup School 
District in 1999 as a purchasing 
manager, bringing with her 15 
years of professional experience 
in private industry. Before coming to Puyallup, she 
worked as project coordinator for the Boeing Com-
mercial Airplane Group in Renton. Over the 15 years 
in private industry, she worked in materials manage-
ment, purchasing, software development, database 
maintenance, computer acquisition and maintenance, 
total quality management team membership, and lead-
ership and employee supervision.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Grambling State 
University in Louisiana and a master’s degree from 
Webster University in Missouri.

Director of Information
Technology

Name: Randy Averill
Former Position: Director of 
Information Technology, Weyer-
haeuser Real Estate Company
Previous Positions: Averill comes 
to Puyallup with more than 25 
years of professional experience 

in information technology. Most recently he worked 
seven years as the Director of Information Technology 
with the Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company in Feder-
al Way. He has also been consulting in recent months 
with a non-profi t organization in the area to lead some 
of its major information technology initiatives. Other 
previous jobs include four years as a management and 
technology consultant with the MASYC Group, Inc. 
based in Santa Ana, Calif., preceded by 14 years as a 
project manager and information technology planning 
manager at Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company. 
Degree: Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington 
University.

Newly appointed leadership

high school students and their parents have easy access 
to progress reports, class schedules, and classwork, in-
cluding missing assignments. Through the new version 
of the system launched last fall, parents are also able 
to see a summary of their junior high or high school 
student’s transcript.

The information system has won positive reviews from 
elementary teachers. One new feature added last fall 
allows teachers to enter student attendance and lunch 
count information on their classroom computers. In the 
past, they recorded the lunch counts manually and had 
students hand-carry them to the offi ce.

The information system was launched in 2007, a year 
after Flattum arrived at the school district, and upgraded 
last August. 

Now that the program is up and running, Flattum 
spends much of her time providing support to users. 
She answers questions as simple as how to log in and as 
complex as challenges with the software. Flattum also 
continues to work on ways to improve the system.

The program’s popularity has grown this year, especially 
among junior high and high school students. More than 
2,700 of them have their own accounts with Home Ac-
cess Center, she said.

“It’s an instant interface, and it makes life so much easier 
for people,” Flattum said.

deep fryer, an upright mixer, and a stir-fry range with an 
oversized wok.

Students plan the menus, order groceries online, and 
inspect each product when the 
delivery truck arrives to make 
sure items are fresh and that 
inventory matches what they 
ordered.

“They do 99 percent of the 
work,” Selby said. “I just help 
them refi ne it.”

Students are required to 
have food worker cards is-
sued by the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department. 
They must also have their 
hair pulled back and wear 
closed-toe shoes during food 
preparation.

Thompson, who is in her 
second year of the culinary 
arts program, aspires to be a 
restaurant chef. “We’re actu-
ally experiencing everything 
that happens in the real world, 
from working with customers 
at the front of the house to do-
ing the dish pit in the back.”

Classmate Grace Roberts 
added, “The whole concept of having an on-campus res-
taurant is a really cool thing to do. You have to work with 

Classifi ed Employee of the Year
continued from page 5

everyone’s needs, and you have to 
work in a cohesive group.”

Each month, students whip up 
a new menu of choices while 
retaining two community favor-
ites — pizzas with a selection of 
different toppings, and chocolate 
cayenne pie, a chocolate custard 
lightly infused with cayenne pep-
per and topped with homemade 
whipped cream.

Prices range from $3.50 to $4.50 
for each item, and all sales go 
back into the program. The goal 
is not to make money, Selby said, 
but to give students experience in 
running a restaurant.

On opening day, former Puyal-
lup School District band teacher 
Ralph Lutterloh came to the 
Brickhouse Bistro along with 
seven friends. He ordered tortilla 
soup, then changed his mind to 

“When Pigs Fly” — a pizza topped with crisp bacon, red 
bell pepper, roasted garlic, and red onion.

“I thought the food was great,” he said. “I came to sup-
port the students and to see the new building, and I think 
they did a fi ne job.”

The Bistro is decorated in a Tuscany theme. The walls 
and furniture are a rich 
mahogany color with black 
panels, and the eating area is 
illumined by low-level light-
ing and the soft glow of the 
brick oven.

The name Brickhouse Bistro 
was chosen to refl ect the 
building’s brick exterior, as 
well as the Old World Italian 
feel inside, Selby said. Also, 
in the early 1900s, students 
used to refer to the original 
Puyallup High School as 
“The Brick House” since 
it was one of the fi rst brick 
schools built in Puyallup.

Framed photographs of 
Puyallup High School near 
the turn of the century hang 
on the Bistro’s east wall, 
and patrons can watch from 
behind a glass partition as 
students slide uncooked 
pizzas into the fl aming brick 
oven in the far corner of the 
restaurant.

The restaurant serves 24 people inside and another 16 
guests outdoors under umbrella-covered tables in a court-

yard just outside the front entrance off Pioneer Avenue.

Gratuities and donations cannot be accepted by individual 
students, but rather go toward a scholarship fund to send 
a graduating senior to culinary arts school.

The restaurant is open to Puyallup High staff members, 
but is not open to the school’s 1,534 students. 

The school’s culinary arts program is a magnet program 
— one that draws students from schools across the dis-
trict.

In addition to managing the restaurant, students cater 
events such as weddings and the recent Friendraiser 
Breakfast sponsored by Communities In Schools of 
Puyallup.

Selby said she couldn’t be happier with the fi rst year in 
the new and improved culinary arts classroom, as well 
as the grand opening of the Brickhouse Bistro. “The 
students have worked so hard, and I’m just really proud 
of them,” she said.

Note: Puyallup High School’s Culinary Arts Club stu-
dents placed fourth in culinary skills and fi fth in man-
agement during a recent statewide high school culinary 
arts competition. To read about the contest and see event 
photos, visit the Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Brickhouse Bistro opens
continued from page 3

Bus schedules for the 2010-11 school year will be 
posted by the middle of August on the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click the Bus 
Schedules icon at the top of the page, then click the 
name of the school for the bus times and routes.

Parents without Internet access may contact their 
child’s school for bus schedule information. School 
offi ces will be open the last week of August. For more 
information, contact the district Transportation depart-
ment at (253) 841-8775.

Bus schedules posted to 
district Web site in August

Eleventh grader Taylor Thompson prepares 
a chocolate cayenne pie.

Culinary Arts student Chelsea Bennett checks the status of a 
pizza in the Bistro’s brick oven.
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Student journalists earn state, national honors
High school journalism students through-
out the district, as well as one of the 
school advisers, learned this spring that 
they are the winners of several top state 
and national awards of excellence.
 
The Viking Vanguard student newspaper 
at Puyallup High School learned in March 
that it is the winner of a national Gold 
Crown award. The award is the highest 
recognition given by the Columbia Scho-
lastic Press Association to a student print 
or online medium for overall excellence in 
reporting, design, and editing.

Only 13 high school newspapers nation-
wide were recognized with a Gold Crown, 
and Puyallup High is the only school in 
Washington to receive the prestigious 
award. 

Puyallup High School senior Rebecca Har-
ris also learned this spring that she has been 
selected the Washington Journalism Educa-
tion Association (WJEA) 2010 Journalist of 
the Year. One journalism senior in newspa-
per, yearbook, or broadcast is awarded the 
honor, plus $750 that is applied to tuition at 
the college of his or her choice.

Harris, who is editor-in-chief of the 
Viking Vanguard, submitted a portfolio of 
her work that was reviewed by a commit-
tee of WJEA judges at the state conference 
and contest held in March.

Viking Vanguard adviser Sandra Coyer 
also learned during that conference that 
she is this year’s WJEA Adviser of the 
Year. Rogers High School journalism 

adviser Kay Locey won this same honor 
two years ago.

Several students at all three compre-
hensive high schools received superior, 
excellent, or honorable mention awards in 
various writing, advertising design, and 
page layout categories during the state 
conference.

Numerous student journalists also won top 
honors at last month’s National Journal-
ism Education Association Conference.

Also during the national conference, the 
Rogers High Commoner placed seventh 
out of 10 in the Best of Show newsmaga-
zine division for its January 2010 issue 
on homeless teens. The Commoner was 
one of two Washington publications to 
place in that division.

A complete list of all high school student 
journalists who won awards this spring is 
on the Puyallup School District Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Puyallup High Viking Vanguard staffers (from left) Editor-in-Chief 
Rebecca Harris, Op-Ed Editor Lauren Anderson, and Beat Editor 
Maddie Hamel work on a recent issue of the national award-winning 
school newspaper.

Puyallup is home to a state championship 
team, an individual state champion, and a 
Coach of the Year — all earned during the 
winter sports and activities season.

The defending state champion Emerald 
Ridge High girls bowling team rolled its 
way to another state victory and celebrat-
ed Junior Shannon Dexter winning the 
Class 4A Individual Girls Bowling title.

The Jaguars, coached by Debbie Vernon and 
assistant coach Alan McCormack, knocked 
down 6,983 pins over the two-day tourna-
ment, edging out second place Kennewick 
High by 18 pins. Late in the second round, 
the Emerald Ridge High team was behind 
by 15 pins with just a few frames to go.

“Kennewick was biting at our heels the 
whole time,” Vernon said. “I was so proud 
of the girls. They kept an even keel. What 
an honor it is to coach these girls.”

Dexter won the state title by only two 
pins, bowling a strike in her fi nal frame 
to win the number one spot on the award 
podium. Her fi rst-place fi nish is up from 
19th place last year.

Going into the fi nal frame of the fi nal 
game, Dexter said she knew she had to do 
well, but was unaware that the difference 
between the state title and second place 
rested on a handful of pins.

She rolled a spare in the 10th frame, and 
then rolled a strike in the one extra frame, 
giving her the two-pin victory over her 
opponent from Wenatchee. 

“My teammates jumped up and down, and 
my mom screamed, and I knew then I had 
won,” she said.

Three other Puyallup School District stu-
dents placed in the top 10 in the individual 
girls bowling standings: Emerald Ridge 
High student Gabbie Bostwick placed 

fi fth, Rogers High student Ashley Johnson 
placed eighth, and Emerald Ridge High 
student Courtney Couch placed ninth.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness, said, “The passion that this 
team has shown year-round for bowling 
has paid off. It goes to prove that hard 
work, commitment, and dedication are 
time-honored values that bear fruit in the 
end.”

The Rogers High School girls bowling 
team placed seventh at state, followed by 
Puyallup High School in eighth place. 
This is the fi fth year that girls bowling 
has been offered as a sport in the Puyallup 
School District.

In other winter season highlights, the 
SPSL named Rogers High teacher Tom 
Tripple Girls Wrestling Coach of the Year. 
Additionally, Emerald Ridge High won 

the SPSL overall winter sportsmanship 
award, and the school’s wrestling and 
bowling teams won individual sportsman-
ship awards.

“When it comes to athletic success, not 
everything that counts can be counted,” 
Wells said. “This is especially true of the 
values of determination, dedication, and 
hard work ethics. The success that our 
winter sports enjoyed is a real testimony 
to such virtues.”

Wells continued, “I never cease to be im-
pressed by the character traits I see being 
developed in the students involved within 
the Puyallup School District athletic 
programs.”

To see a school-by-school listing of team 
and student accomplishments from the 
winter high school sports season, visit the  
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness, has been selected 
the South Puget Sound League’s 
(SPSL’s) Class 4A Athletic Director of 
the Year for 2010.
 
“I am truly hum-
bled by the honor 
bestowed upon me 
by my colleagues,” 
Wells said. “With-
out their expertise 
and hard work on a 
daily basis, I would 
not be able to do 
what I do.”

Each year, the 23 Class 4A SPSL 
athletic directors vote for an Athletic 
Director of the Year. Selection is based 
on overall leadership rendered to the 
SPSL, West Central District III, and 
Washington Interscholastic Activities 
Association (WIAA).

“He has been a real strong advocate 
for the SPSL and his position as presi-
dent has been very, very impressive,” 
said Shelly Thiel, director of the West 
Central District III.

Thiel also praised Wells’ contributions 
to the Washington Secondary School 
Athletic Administrators Association. 
Wells has submitted numerous articles 
over the years for the association’s 
newsletter on issues such as males on 
female teams, sportsmanship in the 
bleachers, and steroids in sports.

“That is a real service to our ath-
letic directors,” Thiel said. “He has a 
unique ability to communicate about 
issues that are timely.”
 
Wells has had numerous leadership 
roles in the SPSL, West Central District 
III, and WIAA. To read more about his 
contributions, visit the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Winter sports wrap-up
Emerald Ridge bowlers roll to state victory

League recognizes 
athletic director

Schools win band 
and playground 
equipment in contests
Brouillet Elementary School will have 
a new playground this fall, and Puyal-
lup High will add to its band equip-
ment, thanks to money the schools won 
in two different contests.

Brouillet Elementary has been selected 
to receive a $50,000 Pepsi grant which, 
combined with another $25,000 the 
school has raised over the past two 
years, will build a playground for stu-
dent and community use.

The playground was one of more than 
1,000 project ideas submitted in Janu-
ary to Pepsi, which has pledged to give 
away up to $1.3 million a month in 
grants this year to fund ideas that make 
a positive impact on communities.

The Puyallup High School band 
program won fi rst place and $10,000 
in this year’s “School of The Rock 
- Battle of the Bands” radio station 
contest. The contest is sponsored by 
KZOK 102.5 FM radio station in 
partnership with The Rock Wood-Fired 
Pizza restaurant.

Band Director Eric Ryan said students 
have decided to spend some of the 
money on a set of Sabian cymbals for 
the jazz drum set, as well as several 
tuners and metronomes that can be 
checked out by students during the 
school year.

State championship Emerald Ridge High girls bowling team  members 
(from left) Gabbie Bostwick, Allison McCormack, Emily Detillion, Cece 
Watkins, Gunny Lehmann, Courtney Couch, Shannon Dexter, Sarah 
Russell, and Coach Debbie Vernon.

Rick Wells
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Young scientists share projects at Spring Fair

Students and staff are recognized for artistic talents

Calendar dates for the 2010-11 school 
year, including the fi rst and last day of 
school, Thanksgiving break, and winter 
and spring breaks, will be posted to 
the district Web site as soon as they 
become available.

Visit the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click the 
Calendars icon at the top of the Home 
page. 

2010-11 calendar 
dates on Web site

Web site features 
news and awards
Students, staff, and community 
members have been recognized in 
recent months for various achieve-
ments. While some of their stories are 
featured in this issue of Connections, 
many more are highlighted in news ar-
ticles and photos on the school district 
Web site.

To learn more about these accomplish-
ments and see photo galleries, go to 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/
awards/.

Nearly 350 students participated in the school district’s 12th 
annual science fair, “Science Explorations 2010,” during the 
Spring Fair at the Puyallup Fair & Events Center.

Photos from left: Edgerton Elementary third grader Andrew 
Darby explains to judge Marie Bailey Reed how the amount 
of rock salt added to an electric ice cream maker affects the 
time it takes to make ice cream. Kalles Junior High seventh 
grader Allison Wertenberger competes in the annual straw 
tower contest.

Photos clockwise from top right: Rogers High School student Elijah Avalos stands next to his ceramic mosaic that won the Superintendent’s 
Award in the 12th Annual Dan Vesey Art Exhibit. Puyallup School District Superintendent Tony Apostle joins the student winner at the show 
held May 4 at the Karshner Museum. Emerald Ridge High student Xavier Ness shows off his drawing, which won fi rst place in the two-
dimensional category at the Dan Vesey Art Exhibit. The district partners with Valley Arts United each year to recognize student artists at the 
show. Former district Band Director Gary Jacobson, who retired last year after 41 years in education, has been inducted into the Washington 
Music Educators Association Hall of Fame. Emerald Ridge High senior Madelyn Pack sings in the school’s production of Les Miserables.  
Mt. View Elementary student Alaya Hill shows off her winning artwork in the Puyallup Spring Fair Poster Project. 

Fair Poster Project photo courtesy of Karen LaFlamme

Arts Education Month

This month, students and educators across 
the state are celebrating Arts Education 
Month, proclaimed by Gov. Chris Gre-
goire.

In Puyallup, students have been busy shar-
ing their talents and skills in arts events 
including theatre performances, art shows, 
and music concerts and contests.

Earlier this month, for example, more 
than 100 students, teachers, and family 
members fi lled the Karshner Museum for 
the annual Dan Vesey artist reception and 
awards program. Results of that annual 
art competition are featured on the district 
Web site.

Students from the district’s seven ju-
nior high and three comprehensive high 
schools were also scheduled to perform 
May 21 at the district Marching Band 
Spectacular at Sparks Stadium.

Other recent recognitions include the an-
nual PTA Refl ections contest winners at 
the state level, the Spring Fair Poster Proj-
ect winners, and the induction of retired 
district Band Director Gary Jacobson into 
the Washington Music Educators Associa-
tion Hall of Fame.

The Puyallup High School concert choir 
represented the district over spring break 
performing in Russia. The students, 
directed by George Guenther, shared some 
of their music and photos at a Puyallup 
School Board meeting last month. Puyal-
lup High also hosted the world-renowned 
Dallas Brass ensemble during a workshop 
and concert in March. 

Upcoming events include theatre perfor-
mances, as well as school concerts and art 
shows. Events are featured on the school 
district Web site Events Calendar at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.


